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Dear Mr. Garfinkel:
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Even if Senator Church had been an official in the
Executive branch, the current circunstances would, I believe,
be inappropriate for the Administration to seek such review of
his papers. My staff has examined about thirty pages of
written contents to the numerous boxes of records included in
the Frank Church collection. There is no indication in these
lists of contents, aside from the barest of entries concerning
“the CIA," '"Vietnam," "foreign policy,"” or the like, that
there is any significant probability that the relevant records
might contain classified information. Indeed, for the most
part such entries appear to refer to such inherently
unclassified material as public statements, press clippings,
and constituent correspondence.

Furthermore, the University Librarian, in bhis letter of
reply to you, indicated that spot checks had been run on the
collection, as well as partial reviews in preparation for
allowing researchers to use the collection. The Librarian
and his staff found no classified documents during these reviews.
Furthermore, the Librarian has indicated that he will (as any
professional librarian would do as a matter of course) see to
it that any materisls to be made available to researchers
are thoroughly reviewed by Library staff first; the Library
staff will be alerted to the need to protect classified
material.

Further, as you are no doubt aware, the deed of gift from
Senator Church dated March 7, 1984 requires the Librarian
to limit access to papers in the collection in accordance
with "the procedures established by law or executive order
governing the availability of such information." There is
every indication that the University Librarian intends to
take these responsibilities seriously.

Numerous government officials, from the lowest to the
highest, who have had access to classified material,
including intelligence information, have left public life
without having their papers reviewed for the presence of
classified information. Indeed, in well-known cases, senior
Executive branch officials have left government service
taking their "personal” files with them -- without any review
even at the time of separation. I am nevertheless not aware
of any other case in which the Administration has proposed
to review the papers of a former public figure for classified
material.
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Frank Church was, furthermore, 8 United States Senator.
The Senate, through its Standing Rules and the rules of its
Committees, has an independent right to determine the
classification of national security information, including
intelligence information. The Senate Office of Classified
National Security Information was established in part for this
purpose. The Select Committee on Intelligence, which succeeded
Senator Church's investigative committee and holds its papers,
is entitled under Senate Resolution No. 400 (1976) to make
independent decision concerning release of classified informa-
tion including intelligence information, subject to final
determination by the Senate in case of Presidential appeal from
the Committee's decision.

It should also be realized that the Senate committees with
which Frank Church worked have their own security systems which
provide for careful document control. 1 am personally familiar
with the procedures employed by the Select Committee on Intelli-
gence, which were originally developed by the investigative
committee chaired by Senator Church. These procedures provide
for centralized control of classified documents and do not permit
storage of classified material in the Members' offices. (The
Select Committee on Intelligence in fact holds a large volume of
files from Church Committee days.) His colleagues, congressional
staff and others who knew Senator Church indicate that he was
extremely conscientious in these matters and did not retain
classified information in his Senate office. While Chairman of
his investigative committee, he was furthermore advised on these
matters by a full-time Security Director and other security staff.

For the reasons above, 1 believe it would be inappropriate
to have Executive branch personnel review the papers of Frank
Church. The papers of this great United States Senator and great
American should not be subjected to such an extraordinary procedure,
which to my knowledge has never been applied to another figure
of equal stature in our public life. 1 hope, therefore, that
you will advise relevant Executive branch officials that you
recommend against taking any further action on their request that
these documents be opened for their review.

Sincerely,

/

RICK AH 657

Vice Chairman
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